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Int!･o(luction

ReScarch into S"0n(i 1ill19uage acquisition (SLA) has grown exponcnlially

sincc its dcvclopmenl ill early l970s. UI1(icrslanding how languages work is

imporlanl lbr a varicly oi. rcasons and lhis has led Io I1umerous introductol･y-

levcl books publishcd on lhc milrket, al both the undergraduate and gradllate

levels. Thc nilll Oi､lllis book review is to IEpolt and evaluate KEy Q""rio"s i"

S"o"" ""g"8c AC9""""" (ScCond Edilion) to dctcimine ils suimbility aS a

lcxtbook lbl･m1 ulldcrgr&1duale scminar coursc at thc Univcrsity lcvcl, alld to

dmw coIIII)IIris()I1s wilh somc of its main compelilors.

Wri(1cll by Bill VKIIIPallcl1, Mcgiln Smilh and Alessandro G･Beilali who

III･c wcll '･csI)cclc(1 1･cscarchers in lhe neld, KG)' Q"""o'rs i〃配c"rd L"18["ge

Ac9"s""" (2025) is &1 1．Cccl1lly pllblishCd 2"d Cdition. Diffbring from its (2020)

ill･si cdilioll, !hc cluKII)lcrs hiwc bccn llllly (1pdMc(l lo include thc latest rcscarch,

IInd lhc bo()k coI1IKliI1s a ncw chal)tcl･on laIIguagc lransfer; namely how prcvi-

ously ac(luil℃d langungcs c&In innucncc the acquisilion of ncw languagcs. Thc

book also inclu(lcs I1cw scclions on the emelgil1g nel(Is of third languagc acqlli-

sitioll, 81ild llow ;1 fi1･sl ;ll1(I second language might inlerplay wilh someone

I"rlling a thil･d lilnguagc. Finall肌lhe book has added sbctions on the acquisi-

【ion of pllonology l･cIKItcd io kcy cl1aptcrs.
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CoIltenls of the book
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gins h･om lhe carly l970S WhCrc l･cscm･chcl･s souglll lo cxI)lain whctllcI･ll

proccsscs invoIved in iirst languilgc (L I ) &1cquisilion dil.lbnxi liom lcaming

secon(l langl職gc (L2). The authOrS l℃vicw c(II･ly lllcorics ()1. lilngwlgc ac(llli5

tion, such as bchaviorism which claimed lhal lcllmillg languagcs III･c simil伽・

lcaming in geIIcml, Ihill iS, lhc proccss simply iIwOIvc(l illlit&ltioll lll1(I lllc cOI).

ing of bchavior ii･om the envil･0IIIncn(. l･lowcvcl; subsc(lucnl gcncmlivc rescal･(

fbundcd by Chomsky highiighle(l lhc limitalions oi､bchiwiol･ism by showil

Ihat languagc did not mercly invOlve COl)ying olherS, bul il1SI"(I w" a vC:

complcx systcm in which humans hild aII iIIIIMc intcI．nal abilily lo acquil･c. F'

examplc, childrcn can acquil℃lhe rules or lhcir firsl lallguage oIItllciI･。M

wilhoul nccding insmlction, and can pro(lucc accumtc scnlences not hcal･(I ｢l･o

the environmcnl.

Chai)ler two､ Wﾙ" Dc" D"'e/叩|"J"I Look "Ae?､ cXamincs rcscal･cll (

(11c developmenml slages of linguislic lbamI℃s,such aS SCl1Ic11Cc SmlclUrc

inncctions and variances in verb uSc.･Ibrms such as U-sh叩cd dcvclopmcnl a

discusscd; an interestillg phenomel1on whcrc lcarncrs (Icvclop lllcir usc ol. soII

1inguistic ibalulEs by 6rst using them con･ec11y, 111cn incorrcctly, lllcll col･IEc{

again over limc. Thc chalﾌtcr also mports on how lllc L I can inilucncc L2 (lcvc

opmenlal proccsscs.

Chal)Ier lhrCc, IW1(I"1Jで"雌ﾉWoﾉ"q〃ﾉWII《"I(/ OI叩【"?､ Icvicws (I1c cxIcl

sive research on lhe nalure of inpul K1I1d oulplll and !hcir nccessily lbr limgu"

leaming (allhough less so in lcrmS of OlllpUl). ll COvcrs major llypolhescs Su(

as comprchcnsiblc input which emphasiscs lllc imporlimcc ol. inpul lhnl lcarne

can comprchend Ihrough conlcxI KInd meaning. II highlighis lllc imporlancc (

communicalivcly cmbeddcd inpu!, such as inpul !Iml lcamcrs arc cxposcd l

within a communicativc contcxl. The aulllo1･s (hen movc onlo (liscussil1g li

imporlancc of ,jIE,L血mn,licativcly cmbcddcd ou(put which rclalcs to tlsiI1g lal

guage ibr communicalive purpos",『杣11cr lhan practising lingllislic ilcms '
isol ation.

Chaptcl･ fO" IWI" R"/" DO Pﾉm'i(7"" A c(7"" ""8""8" Pkり'〃!〃

Ac9"is"io" qj.αⅣew ""8"qge?, begins by l･cviewill8 "rlicr {heorics such (

bcllIwiol･ism whicll llypolhcsized lllal as IKllbgll:1gcs wcrc le811･ncd lhrough imiII

hc

【KI

S1-

IO

)V－
マ

ch

I1g

IrV
ヴ

!Or

Vn

)、

OI1

CSゥ

1rC

'、C

{1V
ど

cl-

昨
誤

山
妬

酬
⑩

脆
呼
．
ｍ

９
ｂ
ａ
Ｕ
Ｉ

ど
＄

ニ

ー
ｌ

１
ｂ
Ｐ
Ｆ
ｂ
ｐ
国
■

■■■ 一

'’



－

'． |’Review of Bill VanPatten, Megan Smith add AleSSandro G・Benati

“…'"8淵職淵:繩W"ec.nd E姉｡n) 105

|

’

tion and the fbrming of habits, L2 errors wer( 1herefbre attributed to learners

transfemng their L1 rules into their L2. LatcI| research howeverH showed that

this was not the case as many non-nativelike se ntences produced by L2 1eamers

were not due to Ll transference but were the rf sult of other personal and social

bctors .

The chapter then moves on to review l℃｡Cnt reSeaI℃h on L3 acquisition

which contains hrce main positions regalding language transfer; that only the

Ll inflUences an L3, that only the L2 in錨己n",s an L3, or that both the Ll and

L2interfere wi山leaming athirdlang“ge､'7he NoteonPhonologysectlon

explores Ll transfeI℃nce fUrther by revicwing hypotheses such as the contras-

tive analysis hypothesis which claimed a lear ner' s L l was a major source of

transfer and was the cause of non-nativelike soIIInd systems. Howev" similar to
research on syntax and morphology, gubgequent L2 phonological research

showed that not all non-native L2 sounds were as a result of L1 transfeIL

Chapter 5, Ctm L2 LefIFwe" BeCo"1E M7〃ﾉe"舵?, explores the tenn native-

likeness from diifelEnt perspectives and it iJCIBL Alにs clear that native speakers of

a language vary in their own linguistic skills l hus making the term ambiguous

anddi飯culttodefine,Furthermole,theautho？sraisctheissueofwhethcritis

justifiable or nccessaly to compare L2 1earnf rs,perfbrmance and knowledge

with native speakers of a language. This hal i led Io the comparative fallacy

claim which states that it is msleading to [氾皿工,"E: an L2 1eamer' s grammatical

development with native speaker norms becaul 'e they invoIve different develop-

mental processes and language expectations. 1，his is highlighted in the Note on

Phonology section which mentions that most IJ2 speakers have a fbIeign accent

and ale often not expccted to sound nativelik(| . The authors argue then that L2

linguistic development should bc evaluated on its own tcnns.

Chapter 6, Do" "s""c"〃Mn舵αD雄花"ce ?, provides an interesting

discussion on the role (and effectiveness) o . teaching linguistic features, in

othcr words, explicit grammar instruction. Tl le chapter defines two important

tems: explicit knowledge (which lBfers to a eamer' s knowledge of L2 rules)

and implicit knowledge which represents a le lmer' s ability to commumcate in

the L2. Both types of knowledge are di鮭に爪.Implicit knowledge is uncon-

ether the
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Scious and available fbr automatic language use, and it develops from cxposur

to meaning-based input, not linguistic mles. This is why most native speakeI

cannot expl ain the mles of their native language. Explicit knowledge, on th

other hand, is conscious knowledge about a language and it enables leamers t

verbalise language rules, Research shows that grammar instmction is only ber

e6cial fbr developing expUcit knowledge. The authors then review a long

lasting debate on the eHEctiveness of teaching linguistic structuIes in ol･der t

develop leamers' second language sk"な．

ChaPter 7. W7i" Role DO" EV)lic" L""zmg PIqy i" L2 Ac9"減"o"j

covers dle effects of explicit learning which is defined as the conscious atter

tion of learning linguistic strucmres and rules, and to what extent this type (

learning benchts second languagc acquisition・This chapter fbllows on from tb

previous one which covered the same topic (attention to linguistic stmcturel

but was related to instmction. In this chapter, compansons are made wit

mplicit leaming which occurs when leamers process meaning-based inpl

through speech, not linguistic rules, and how bcnefcial tms is fbr second laI

guage learning.

The authors then review theories that place an imponance on leaming liI

guistic stmctures such as skill acquisition theory which claims thal langua2

leaming is no different to leaming any skill in general, fbr example, leaming i

drive a caIL That is, knowledge is first accumulated as facts about a subject, i

the case of language this could be L2 nlles, and this is referred to as declaralil

kIlowledge. Then Ulrough extensive practicc, knowledge is transferred into ski

(rcfCrred to as procedural knowledge) where perfbrmance can be carried o'

accuIately and is available fbr automatic use. However; the authors argue th､

this type of learning simply helps to develop skill pelyb"""ce, and does n'

actually help to devclop implicit "zowﾉe"e. In the Note on Phonology sectio

smdies explodng explicit leaming with regards to sound segments are reviewe

such as the .r and Gr' distinclions that pose problcms ibr Japanese leamers i

English. The results here also lend weight to the limitations of explicit leamir

with regards to phonology and second language acquisition.

Chapter 8, W/1"α花ル㎡〃""QID雛形"c" "dHow Do "eyA#bc"
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Ac9"鰄"O" ?, reports on differcnces between leamers that innuence their lan-
guage leaming success. These are non-linguistic factors such as motivation,
apdmde and working memory. The authors discuss motivation as a personality
factori whilst language aptitude (a leamer' s ability to acquire language) and
working memory (the ability to store inibnnation whilst perfbrming a task) arc
considered as cognitive factors・Individual differences such as motivation are
wen-researched areas in both psychology and second language acquisition,
however, wo"ng memory has often been ovcrlooked in other introductory-
level second language acquisition books, but the authors here provide a very
good and accessible Ieview of it.
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Conclusion

The pumose of this review was lo evaluatc KEy Q"""o郷〃1 SEco"d ""8"<zge
Ac9"isi"" (Second Edition) by Bill VanPatten, Megan Smith and Alessandro
G Benati to determine its suitability as a textbook ibr an undergaduate semnar

course at the University level. The book is unique in that it presents each of its

chapters as qucstions on key topics and the authors do a firstgrate job of
addressing those queStiOns With clarity.

Second language acquisition research covers a variety of topics rclated to

Unguislics, psychology, sociology, education, 1anguage teaching, cogniUve sci-
Q ●

cnce and more, but the aulhors have used a stylc that is both accessible and

engaging fbr the reader. The end of ellch chal)ter contains interesting discussion
questions, exercises and prcjccts fbr leamers to carry out. It also Iecommends
academic articles fbr studenis to review that arc not too challenging both in

tenns of language and length. The book also includes a usefUl glossary of key
tenns located at the end (as do other inlroductory books on SLA).

In lenns of critiquing the book content, an area that does lack attention (as
with similar books on､thc market) is Ule role of insmlction m tenns of modcm

approaches towards language tcaching・ThiS omission is understandable as the
title of the book refers to second langllagc acquisition, and not second language

inSruction. But aS SLA 1℃search infOrms language pedagogy (see fbr example,

Ellis and Shintani, 2014; Long, 2015) it would have been usefill to revicw litcIz
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amre on il, such as lask-based language teaching which in itself has rece

considerable attention in Ule ficld over the past thirty years・But that issue al

this textbook sel al a reasonable price fbr studenls is highly rccommc血dc(

an undelgraduate course, and even a graduate collrsc on SLA.
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